
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

Trudy hung up the phone very slowly. “Well, Jim, there’s good news and bad news. The good news is that 
your mom and dad are coming to Kate’s wedding after all. The bad news is that your brother is coming with 
them.” Jim’s brother was a missionary for a strict religious sect. When he had learned that Jim and Trudy were 
becoming Catholic he had erupted in condemnation. They had not spoken since then. 

Have you ever hoped someone would not come to an event you were hosting, or scheduled it when you knew 
the person wouldn’t be available? Are there people whose presence in the seat next to you at Sunday Mass 
would make you uncomfortable? 

Today’s scriptures proclaim that those people have as much right to “recline at table in the kingdom of God” 
as we do - or more. They suggest that if we want the Lord to “open the door for us,” we must be willing to 
open the door to everyone.  

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

Many of us wish that certain people were outside the reach of God’s love. 
Surrendering that illusion can be “a cause not for joy but for pain, 

yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness” (Hebrews 12:11). 
Perhaps by giving up our self-righteousness 

our words and actions will tell the Good News of God’s all-inclusive love. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Reflections On The Reign Of God 

A threefold message is developed in today’s readings. First, eve-
ryone is called to proclaim God’s glory and receive salvation. 
Second, salvation is not for the unprepared. Like a loving parent, 
God gently corrects and disciplines those who have been called. 
Often, suffering may be part of the formation process. We learn to 
accept it as Jesus once accepted his cross. Third, some people who 
are treated with contempt and disdain by the self-righteous actual-
ly do have a place in God’s kingdom. 

We need to take these lessons to heart. Recall your initial excite-
ment upon hearing God’s word. How has the Good News that 
once struck your fancy taken deeper root in your life? Look again 
at the crosses you have been given. How are others transformed 
when they see how you have accepted and grown from your suf-
ferings? 

Finally, are there some people you imagine as not invited into 
God’s kingdom? Why do you feel this way about them? For a mo-

ment, imagine them on the inside and yourself on the outside. How can this be possible? Always try your best 
to enter by the narrow gate, gladly proclaiming God’s glory. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees. 
Make straight paths for your feet, 

that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed. 

      — Hebrews 12:12-13 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 20 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Bobby Maxie (In Spanish)  
       by Mark & Terry Halfmann   

Sunday, August 21 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Carlos & Linda Dusek       
10:00 am: + Rosalie Strum  
         by Delbert & Betty Jean Halfmann 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, August 22 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: For Good Health by Eugene & Dorothy Hirt 

Tuesday, August  23 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Ethel Weishuhn by Lawrence & Helen Jost 
8:00 am + Tracy Grimes by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 

Wednesday, August 24 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am+ Louise Michalewicz by Wendell & Linda Jones 
7:00 pm + Margie Schillo (In Spanish) 
      by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 

Thursday, August 25(St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)             
7:00 am: + Thomas Strube by Jimmy & Carolyn Strube 
8:00 am:+ Roger Boyd by Sheryl Wilson 

Friday, August 26 St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
8:00 am + Eugenia Lange by Rose Schwartz 

Saturday, August 27 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Living & Deceased members of the St. Therese 
      Altar Society 
6:30 pm:  +Bernard Seidenberger (In Spanish)  
       by John & Jennifer Seidenberger  

Sunday, August 28 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
       by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Ernie & Debra Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Christians share a love 
for the Byzantine liturgy because it is during the Eu-
charist that the Church is most true to its identity, ex-
presses its integrity, and discovers its vocation. Eastern 
Catholic and Orthodox Christians celebrate essentially 
the identical liturgy, with only very slight variations. It 
is a fairly complex ritual weaving together three sepa-
rate layers of prayers: a liturgy prayed in the sanctuary 
by priests, often hidden by a curtain or screen; a liturgy 
sung by the assembly and led by a deacon in front of a 
screen formed of painted icons; and a third layer of pri-
vate prayer by the priest, who prays in support of the 
deacon and the faithful. It is an eyes-wide-open experi-
ence, gorgeous in visuals, and filled with the sound of 
God’s people singing prayer. The energy of the wor-
ship centers on the presence of Christ, largely through 
an awareness of heaven touching earth when the 
Church gathers to celebrate. 

 In the late twentieth century, Latin Rite Catholics 
were encouraged to embrace a style of worship that 
was “full, conscious, and active,” a value that has nev-
er been lost in the East. The liturgy has great impact 
in its beauty, in its poetry and contemplation, and by 
the actions of bowing, signing with the cross, and 
chanting that are required of the assembly. Contact 
with the Eastern Church reveals some key values that 
have been obscured in our own Church and are slowly 
being recovered. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

Hay quienes quieren negar los derechos de los inmi-
grantes latinos que llegan a los Estados Unidos en 
busca de una vida mejor. Esta injusticia es extraña ya 
que los hispanos llegamos al territorio estadounidense 
en 1513, 73 años antes de la llegada de los primero 
anglosajones. Estos fueron Ponce de León y compañe-
ros quienes buscaban una mejor vida en la famosa 
fuente de la juventud. Eventualmente los hispanos de-
jaron de buscar la ilusoria fuente y en 1565 en la fiesta 
de san Agustín (28 de Agosto), Pedro Menéndez de 
Avilés fundó la primera ciudad en Florida. 

 Gracias a su santo patrón esta ciudad ha podido 
sobrevivir ataques de invasores británicos y piratas, 
amenazas de huracanes y tempestades para convertirse 
en la ciudad más vieja de la Unión Americana. ¿Pero 
quien fue este santo? Agustín, fue un obispo Africano, 
quien después de una vida desordenada se convirtió 
en uno de los santos mas importantes de la iglesia, 
gracias a las oraciones continuas de su madre santa 
Mónica. Nunca debemos menospreciar el poder de las 
oraciones de una madre por sus hijos. 

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR AUGUST 

Small Businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in 
the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find 
ways to continue operating, and serving their commu-
nities. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 

This Sunday's scrip-

ture readings are sign-

posts on the road to 

the narrow gate into 

heaven. Isaiah says 

that God knows our 

works and our 

thoughts. To help us 

sanctify our works and 

purify our thoughts, so 

that we can see the 

fullness of the glory of 

God when we die, he 

sets a sign among us. 

It is Jesus. His life – 

how he lived and how 

he died – are a sign of 

how to enter heaven.  

He says in the Gospel 

reading that many will 

attempt to enter salva-

tion who are not 

strong enough. Strong 

enough for what?  

Throughout the Gos-

pel, Jesus gives us the 

answer to that: We 

must be perfect in 

love. That does not 

mean that mistakes and other imperfections will 

lock us out of heaven. The key that opens the gate to 

heaven is love, and if we throw love away, we 

throw that key away.  

It's very unlikely, however, that we will ever com-

pletely throw love away, even though we sin. But 

how can we be perfect in love? Perfect love means 

we love fully. Always. Unconditionally. Sacrificial-

ly. Radically.  

To be perfect in love, we need to have the Lord's 

own love. 

We need Je-

sus to dwell 

in us and 

reach others 

through us. 

On our own, 

we cannot 

love fully, 

but when we rely on God to give us his love for oth-

ers, we have perfect love. To rely on God's love and 

feel confident in it, we have to get rid of anything 

that blocks his love: unforgiveness, vengeful atti-

tudes, lingering resentments and cynicism, and the 

apathetic ignoring of the needs of others.  

The reading from Hebrews tells us not to disdain the 

discipline of the Lord. No matter what causes our 

hardships and trials or who's to blame, God uses 

them to perfect us in love. If we recognize these as 

opportunities to grow in love – if we seek God in 

them and let him stretch our ability to love – we be-

come more like Jesus. We make the path toward 

heaven straight, and what is lame and disjointed in 

our spirituality is healed.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Who in your life is difficult to love? (Don't forget 

to consider the unloving behaviors you have toward 

yourself.) 

2. How might God be using these hard-to-love peo-

ple to strengthen your ability to love more perfect-

ly? 

3. People who are difficult to love are saint makers, 

because they give us opportunities to identify and 

overcome (with God's help of course) the imperfec-

tions in our ability to love. What happens if we give 

God permission to change us when we wish some-

one else would change? How is this a key to heav-

en? 

Isaiah 66:18-21  
(Mark 16:15) Ps 117:1,2  

Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13  
Luke 13:22-30  

Monday August 22 
Queenship of Virgin Mary  
2 Thessalonians 1:1-5,11-12  

Ps 96:1-2a,2b-3,4-5  
Matthew 23:13-22  

Tuesday August 23  
2 Thes 2:1-3a,14-17  

Ps 96:10-13  
Matthew 23:23-26  

Wednesday August 24  
St. Bartholomew  

Revelation 21:9b-14  
Ps 145:10-13,17-18  

John 1:45-51  

Thursday August 25  
1 Corinthians 1:1-9  

Ps 145:2-7  
Matthew 24:42-51  

Friday August 26  
1 Corinthians 1:17-25  

Ps 33:1-2,4-5,10-11  
Matthew 25:1-13  

Saturday August 27  
St. Monica  

1 Corinthians 1:26-31  
Ps 33:12-13,18-21  
Matthew 25:14-30 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

August 21 
St. Lawrence –Roland & Joyce Halfmann 
St. Thomas –  Donald & Sharon Braden 

August 28 
St. Lawrence– Doyle & Jacque Schaefer 
St. Thomas– Sheryl Wilson 

August Worklist   

Pete & Angie Dehlinger- CH                              

Wayne & Susan Hirt, Wayne & Audrey Davis, Dec. 

Floyd & Martha Schwartz, Derek Dieringer Patrick & 

Yenny Garcia, Adam & Tiffany Parker, Larry & 

Becky Batla, Colton & Tacoma Schwartz, Chris & 

Lana Hirt, Randy & Stephanie Braden, Greg 

Schraeder, Henry & Shelley Chudej, Jorge & Maria 

Salais. Bo & Amber Eggemeyer, Manuel & Laura 

Bustos 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Loretta Schaefer and Keith Braden  

Anniversaries: Eric & Christy Seidenberger,                 
Tex & Barbara Halfmann and Javier & Imelda Her-
nandez 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Adrian Reyes 

Anniversaries: Randy & Stephanie Braden 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, August 27                         
 Sacristan: Mitchell Jansa  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, August 28     
 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Parish book study -- Monday, August 
24 at 7pm. We will discuss the last pag-

es of  

"The Fifth Mountain." 

See you at St. Lawrence. 

Diocesan Collection 

Next weekend August 27 & 28 there will be a Dioce-
san Second Collection to benefit  the College and  
University Campus Ministry. Please be generous. 

KC News 

Knights of Columbus will meet on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24 at 7:30 pm 

Festival News 

If you would like to make a cash donation for         
festival meat please do so to one of the following    
PC officers: 

Brandon Dieringer, Travis Gully, Shawn Hartle 
Wayne Davis, Russ Eggemeyer or Mitchell Jansa  

  
Altar Society officers are asking that all adult parish-
ioners submit their job request in the job box at the 
back of church. The box will remain there through the 
end of August. 

Prayer to Begin a New School Year 

God of wisdom and might, 
we praise you for the wonder of our being, for 

mind, body and spirit. 
Be with our children as they begin a new 

school year. 

Bless them and their teachers and staff. 
Give the strength and grace as their bodies 

grow; wisdom and knowledge to their minds 
as they search for understanding; and peace 

and zeal to their hearts. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen 

— from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers 

INTEGRATING FAITH AND YOUR WORK 

Whether you work at home or at a place of employ-
ment, start the day off right with a prayer to do your 
best. Take some time to think about how your spiritual 
values contribute to the work you do. Do you practice 
honesty, integrity and kindness to others? Do you 
stand up for what is right? When you integrate your 
faith with your work, you have the added satisfaction 
of knowing that you are doing what is right in God’s 
eyes. 

"This is my body given for you" Luke 22:19 

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the 
role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on 
the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. This year, the 
Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on September 18, 
2022 , and the theme is: “This is my body given for you” Those 
who the parish community has designated to serve as catechists 
will be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry.  



Most merciful Father! How many 
mornings I have come to You. 
This may be my last Mass. But 
the Mass will go on after I am 
gone. And on and on. All I ask 
is that this time I assist perfectly 
at the perfect oblation of this 
altar. 

 The voice that conse-
crates the bread and wine today 

is not my voice, but it is my heart that marvels at the 
mystery. Bread and wine now become Your Body and 
Blood. 

 My Lord and my God! 

 I have obeyed Your command, “Do this in 
commemoration of Me." Twelve hundred and thirty – 
seven times I did it. One Mass should have cleansed 
my own and ransomed a thousand souls.  

Lord, do you play favourites? Of course not. I 
apologize for the question which has long troubled 
me. How is it that these same apostles and martyrs 
and virgins are invited to come to every Mass? Aren't 
all the saints there? 

I would like to join this select group, if I am 
worthy, and spend my eternity attending Mass.  

"No one goes to the Father except through 
Me.” No shortcut, no bypasses. How tiny You are on 
that altar. How can I stand the splendour of Your 
Presence when I really see You face to face?  

"Father, Our Father." Is it necessary that You, 
Jesus, remind us so often that I may call Your Father 
my Father? In my poverty I am asking You to gather 
me up as the Good Shepherd gathered His lost sheep. 

And now I must prepare for Your visit. So 
much to be said and so little time to say it. I ask You 

for faith. I ask You for purity. I ask You for persever-
ance. I ask for all the ornaments of soul and then I cry 
out, "Lord, I am not worthy. Lord, I am not worthy. 
Lord, I am not worthy;"  

Again, the priest has placed You on my lips. 
Soon we shall be one in eternity. These moments are 
as precious pearls – the moments after communion. 
Soon I must be on my way – and bedded down – and 
nursed and filled with medicine. But my soul is filled 
this instant with You.  

"May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ pre-
serve my soul to Life Everlasting."  

… July 10; 4 p.m. 

Sister Superior says I'm a blessing to this hos-
pital. I am a one-man laboratory. Medicines and appa-
ratus never used before are keeping the breath of life 
in me.  

Once, in the seminary, I preached a sermon, a 
learned sermon indeed, on "The Value of Suffering." 
It must have been good because I used all the books 
in the library to write it.  

Now I have only one book. The book of my 
own suffering. And now I know that what I preached 
in the seminary was high falutin' nonsense.  

Suffering is of no use to any man unless it is 
holy, and one makes it holy only by God's grace. The 
head nurse suffered but it did her no good. It hardened 
her. It made her bitter – until she was willing to look 
at the Cross.  

I used to suffer as an athlete. That did me no 
good. I went hungry as a boy. I'm none the better for 
it. But now that I have regular tides of pain, ebbing 
and flowing, ebbing and flowing, they help me to see 
God in the distance because I have faith.  

I am also a coward. I don't like to suffer. I 
never took pride in my illness. I am disgusted with it 
and my weakness which keeps me from doing the 
things I want to do for God.  

The things I want to do. Yes, Lord, You've 
heard that before. Only now I know that Your will is 
more important than mine. And Your Cross is more 
important than mine because You made suffering ho-
ly and effective for all mankind.  

"God so loved the world that He gave His on-
ly begotten Son," and that Son gave Himself for the 
sins of man.  

  … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 
What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who wants to 
learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an “Inquiry” period, when 
questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obligation, no commitment, no pressure – at 
our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are interested in be-
coming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" period, with a focus on how 
to identify God’s special calling and purpose for your life. 

When: Wednesdays from 5:45pm - 7:15pm, starting on 07 September, 2022 . 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

Every student must do a registration for this year’s 
RE Classes even if you are a returning student. Regis-
tration forms are available in the foyer of the church. 

AS THE START OF RE SESSIONS 
APPROACHES… 

You can ask yourself how your family is living your 
faith so far this summer. 

Here are some suggestions to help your child prepare 
for RE over the remaining weeks of summer and start 
of RE if he/she will be in … 

Seventh Grade – Discuss how Jesus brought us sal-
vation. Explain how we, as Catholics, can really get 
to know Jesus, not just about Jesus. Quiz your child 
to see how many of the Beatitudes he/she can remem-
ber. Ask how they challenge us to adopt the values of 
Jesus. 

Eighth Grade – Review the Proficiency Survey from 
the Confirmation packet that your child is supposed 
to have completed prior to the start of sessions. Dis-
cuss the significance of the sacrament of Confirma-
tion. Help your child choose their sponsor and Con-
firmation name if he/she hasn’t done it yet. 

[Suggestions for other grades next week] 

St. Paschal Catholic Church 
REGISTRATION FOR 2022-2023 

Registrations are now being accepted. Early registra-
tion enables us to order books in time before the Reli-
gious Education Year begins. If you will be new to 
our program, contact the RE Office to set an appoint-
ment to register. We will be happy to assist you in 
setting your child on a journey with Christ within a 
supportive faith community. This year onward, we’ll 
have a new curriculum called Faith and Life Series 
for our children. For more information contact our 
RE coordinator Victoria @ (325) 304-3432. 

Religious Education Classes for St. Lawrence 
will begin on 31 August, 2022. All parents and 
stu-dents will meet in church to go over new rules 
and expectations at 5:45pm. Then students will go 
to their classes and parents will stay for the 
mandatory call to protect parent meeting. 
There are many changes this year so it’s 
important that the parents attend to be able to 
successful help your students. Also please make 
sure the RE office has your new registration 
forms so we make sure we have the most 
current information.   




